Native Game Trading in the 1830s.—In the Sydney Monitor 
newspaper of January 24, 1835, page 5, eolumn 2, the editor [Edward 
Smith Hall] reviewed some 1834 aeeounts of the Colonies of Swan 
River and King George’s Sound. Though neither seientifie nor or- 
nithologieal, his referenees to birds may be worth reprodueing here, 
sinee notes on Western Australian birds from the 1830s are few 
and seattered. The number of shillings for the priee of dueks was 
left a blank in the Monitor. 


“To shew the dearncss and scarcity of food we find that black swans 
wee seli for cight shillings each [in the Colony of Swan River— 

“We do not think swans were ever soid in this Colony [i.e. New 
South Waies—G.P.W.] as an article of food. We remember killing one at 
Lake Bathurst, and afterwards hanging it up two days, roasting it. and 
eating it with native currant jeliy; but we did not like it. The fiesh has 
a peculiar flavour, and is very dark and coarse.” 


And, farther down in the artiele: 


jon E foliowing is the list of market prices on the 29th November, 
“Retail . . . Eggs, per dozen, 2s. 6d. Fowls, cach 3s. Wild Fowl- 
pigeon 9d., duck s., tcals 1s., swans 6s, and 8s." 


—G. P. WHITLEY, The Australian Museum, Sydney. 


Additional Note on the Occurrence of the Red-browed Finch.— 
Further to Mr. John Dell’s exeellent paper, “The Red-browed Fineh, 
Aegintha temporalis, in Western Australia” (W. Aust. Nat., 3) £0); 
1965: 160) I have to reeord the following observations. 


A solitary bird of this speeies was seen in the vieinity of my 
home in Jungle Gully, Biekley, about five years ago. It fed from 
bird-sced whieh was left out for it, but after two or three days it 
disappeared. Soon after, a single bird was reported from a house 
about half a mile away. Again the bird fed from proffered seed, 
and after a few days it, too, left the area. It was thought at the 
time that these were eseaped eage birds, and that they had fallen 
prey to predatory eats. 

The presenee of the finehes in numbers was first suspeeted in 
May 1964, when eall notes similar to those of the Brown Thornbill 
(Acanthiza pusilla) were heard in the orehard. My mother, Mrs. 
W. H. Loaring, was with me at the time, and she identified the 
calls as those of a fineh. We investigated, but the birds had flown 
into the thiekets along the erecek and it was not possible to follow 
them up. In August 1964 a pair of birds, thought to be Red-browed 
Finehes were seen in a elump of Jacksonia sp. in a swamp area 
about 100 yards from the house. About a week later a party of the 
finehes entered the garden adjaeent to the house. They were quite 
noisy, and I was able to identify them and eounted twelve birds 
before the floek moved off into the serub. 


In October 1964, I found a nest in a Mirbelia dilatata shrub, 
close to the ereek bank. It was rather untidy in eonstruetion and 
was lined with fowl feathers. About five feet from the ground, it 
was deserted, but an aeeumulation of droppings indieated a sue- 
cessful hatehing. I was puzzled by the nest, as it did not resemble 
any of the known loeal speeies, but my father, Mr. W. H. Loaring, 
suggested that it may have belonged to one of the finehes. 
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No other nests have been found in the area, but the finches are 
still present and are sighted from time to time. The homestead 
clearing is about three aeres in extent and is bounded by jarrah 
forest, and by thickets of scrub along the creek. The floek is often 
in the orehard or in the groves of Albizzia lophantha along the 
watercourse, and at one counting in November 1964 there were at 
least nineteen birds present. Jungle Gully is situated about a mile 
south of Hackett’s Gully, and about one and a half miles south- 
east of Mr. Loaring's residence at Wood St. Mars in Piesse Gully, 
both of whieh loealities are mentioned in Mr. Dell’s paper. 

—MARIE PARTON, Bickley. 


Breeding of White-necked Herons (Ardea pacifica) in the South- 
West.—Serventy and Whittell (Birds of Western Australia, 1962: 
118) state—‘“there are very few nesting records” (of the White- 
neeked Heron) “in the southern parts of the State. Two pairs made 
an abortive attempt at nesting near Kellerberrin in September 1953 
(P. S. Stone).” 

In September 1957, P. Slater observed a White-necked Heron 
carrying nesting material near a dam two miles south of Katanning. 
In February 1964, R. Garstone and P. Slater investigated a report 
by John Day of Katanning that a colony of White-neeked Herons 
were nesting on a swamp nine miles south-east of Katanning. Un- 
fortunately the birds had left already but the nests, built in flooded 
gums (Eucalyptus rudis), were similar to those experienced in the 
Kimberley Division by Peter Slater in March 1961 and Mareh 1962. 
Descriptions of the birds by Mr. Day tallied exactly with the ap- 
pearance of the White-neeked Heron. Visits to the area later in 
1964 failed to reveal any further attempts by the Herons to nest 
again. 

On December 9, 1964, we visited Lake Toolibin, 24 miles south- 
east of Narrogin, to investigate a rookery of White Egrets (Egretta 
alba), apparently unrecorded but well known to duek shooters who 
pointed it out to Tom Riggert on November 8. 

While examining the rookery we noted four breeding pairs of 
White-necked Herons. The nest contents were: (1) three eggs (five 
on December 16), (2) three eggs, (3) two small chicks, (4) one 
almost fully-fledged ehiek. All nests were similar in shape 15-18 
inches in diameter, very shallow and similar in construction to 
those of the White-faced Heron, but larger and shallower than nests 
found in the Kimberley Division. They were placed in flooded Casua- 
rina glauca trees at heights varying from six to ten feet. The chiek 
from nest four (4) was banded with ring number 110-01809. While 
being handled it regurgitated some semi-digested tadpoles. 

—T. RIGGERT, Fisheries & Fauna Department, Perth; E. 
LINDGREN, Zoology Department, University of Western Aus- 
tralia; P. SLATER, Claremont. 


A Second Specimen of Sideridis palleuca Turner (Lepidoptera: 
Nectuidae) from Rottnest Island.—While I was spending some time 
during 1960 eolleeting inseets on Rottnest Island, Mr. I. F. B. Com- 
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